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On Aug. 21, leaders of labor unions said 80% of their members in Lima stayed off the job, and the
national proportion was 65%. AP reported that mining union leaders said 80% of the nation's 70,000
miners joined the strike. Employer organizations claimed 90% of unionized workers were on the
job. The Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) declared an "armed strike" to coincide with the national
walkout. Rebels set off bombs in Lima and sabotaged power lines, causing blackouts throughout the
country. Police said the rebels also set fires in the shape of the hammer and sickle on three hillsides
around Lima. The government announced a severe austerity program on Aug. 8. Gasoline prices
jumped from $0.07 to over $2 per gallon, and the cost of many basic foodstuffs increased by 300% or
more. (Basic data from AP, 08/21/90)
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